PRESI DENT CLI NTON HI GHLI GATS
ECONOM C AND COVMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT OF THE
DELTA REG ON
Crystal Gateway Marriott, Arlington, Virginia
May 10, 2000

Today, in Arlington, Virginia, President Cinton wll Kkick
off Delta Vision, Delta Voices: The M ssissippi Delta Beyond 2000,
a two-day national conference to pronote econom ¢ and community
devel opnent in the M ssissippi Delta region. The bi partisan
conference -- the largest of its kind ever assenbled -- wll
bring together over 750 people, including Cabinet secretaries,
menbers of Congress, state governors, and | eaders and constituents
fromthe Delta region, to discuss ways to ensure that the region
shares in the nation's unprecedented prosperity. The President
will release a new report by an interagency task force on
recommendations for the future of the M ssissippi Delta, announce
new i nfrastructure and community investnents in the region, and
urge Congress to pass the Delta Regional Authority Act.

President dinton will be joined on the speaking program by
Secretary of Transportation Rodney Slater and Conn Davis, a senior
at East Prairie H gh School in East Prairie, Mssouri, a rural
town in the Boothill region of southeast Mssouri. Gowing up in
East Prairie, Conn has seen first-hand the econom ¢ and soci al
chal | enges facing communities of the Delta region and al so
under st ands the inportance of a good education to overcone these
chal l enges. A star student and athlete, Conn has worked hard in
school and next year plans to attend the University of Mssouri -
Col unbia to study conputer engineering and then enter nedi cal
school. Conn hopes to be able to give back to his community but
fears that he nay not be able to find the type of work he wants as
a specialist doctor in East Prairie. He sees that nore
opportunities are becomng available to his conmmunity, |ike
i ncreased access to conputers in school classroons. He also
bel i eves that many chall enges remain and the people of his
comunity need the tools to hel p overcone these chall enges.
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DELTA VI SION, DELTA VO CES: M SSI SSI PPl DELTA BEYOND 2000
President Cinton and Vice President Core:
Hi ghlighting the Future Econom c Devel opnent of the Delta Region
May 10, 2000

BUI LDI NG ON 7+ YEARS OF EFFORT TO BRI NG PROSPERI TY TO THE DELTA
REG ON, PRESI DENT CLI NTON AND VI CE PRESI DENT GORE W LL PARTI Cl PATE
I N A NATI ONAL CONFERENCE ON THE FUTURE OF THE DELTA. Today, in
Arlington, Virginia, President dinton and Vice President Core
w Il kick off Delta Vision, Delta Voices: The M ssissippi Delta
Beyond 2000, a two-day national conference to pronote econom c and
community devel opment in the M ssissippi Delta region. The

bi parti san conference -- the largest of its kind ever assenbled -
wi Il bring together over 750 people, including Cabinet

secretaries, nenbers of Congress, state governors, and | eaders and
constituents fromthe Delta region, to discuss ways to ensure that
the region shares in the nation's unprecedented prosperity. The
President will release a new report by an interagency task force
on recommendations for the future of the M ssissippi Delta,
announce new i nfrastructure and community investnents in the
region, and urge Congress to pass the Delta Regional Authority
Act. The Vice President will unveil new econom c devel opnent
initiatives and participate in a town hall nmeeting on bringing
busi ness, technol ogy, and enpowernent to the Delta region.

THE CLI NTON- GORE ADM NI STRATI ON HAS MADE REAL PROGRESS | N MEETI NG
THE CHALLENGES OF THE DELTA. The M ssissippi Delta region
enconpasses 7 states, 219 counties, and nore than 8.3 mllion
people. Although it has bestowed a rich cultural heritage upon
our nation and contributed greatly to its productivity, this

hi storically inpoverished area still |ags behind the rest of the
nation in social and economc growh. To address these concerns,
in 1990 the Delta Comm ssion -- authorized by Congress and
chaired by then-Governor Bill dinton -- published a | andmark
report containing a 10-year plan with recommendati ons on
revitalizing the Delta region. In the past 7+ years, the

Clinton-CGore Adm nistration has made consi derable progress in
nmeeting the goals outlined in the report and in bringing
prosperity to the Delta communities. For exanpl e:

Job Gowh. The unenploynent rate for the Delta region dropped
from7.5%in 1993 to 5.1%in February 2000, and approxi mately
80% of its counties experienced job growmh over that period.
Education. Federal education funds targeted to the Delta's

hi gh- poverty school districts have hel ped give students access
to conputers and the internet. The Admnistration’s E-Rate



program which hel ps cl assroons get connected, provided over
$250 million in funding between January 1998 and July 1999 to
the seven Delta states. 1In addition, President dinton's C ass
Size Reduction Initiative has enabled the region to hire 1,500
new t eachers.

Housi ng. Home ownership and rental housing opportunities for
| ow- and noder at e-i ncone peopl e have increased. USDA has
assisted 43,000 Delta households in buying or inproving their
homes, and has offered $254 million in |l owinterest |oans on
nmore than 10,000 rental units in rural areas of the Delta.
Funding to assist the honel ess has nore than tripled since
President dinton and Vice President Gore took office.

Transportation. Mst of the nearly 70 inprovenents to hi ghways,
airports, rail and port facilities recomended in the report
have either been conpleted or substantially fulfilled, and many
critical projects are underway, including strengthening and
retrofitting the Interstate 40-M ssissipi River Bridge; reducing
congestion on the heavily traveled Interstate 55 in Menphis; and
wi dening many arterial highways in the rural parishes of the

Del ta region.

| nvestnent. I nnovations such as Enpower nment Zones, Enterprise
Communi ties, and Community Devel opnent Financial Institutions
have brought mllions of public- and private-sector investnents
to the region. From 1994 to the beginning of 1999, rural Delta
comunities drew over $10.2 mllion from EZ/ EC fundi ng, and used
it to leverage $107.4 million -- nearly 10 times as much -- from
state, local, private business, and nonprofit sources.

BUT MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE TO ENABLE THE CI TI ZENS OF THE DELTA
REG ON TO PARTI Cl PATE FULLY I N AMERI CA' S SCCI AL AND ECONOM C
GROWTH. Al t hough significant progress has been nade, nore work
remai ns before the Delta region can be an equal partner in our
nation’s econom c prosperity. For exanple:

Unenpl oynent. The Delta’s rural areas still lag far behind the
nati onal unenploynent rate of 3.9 percent. Some rural counties
suffer from unenpl oynent rates two to three tinmes higher than

t he national average.

| nadequat e Housing. Many senior citizens and mnorities in the
region still suffer frominadequate housing. Fifty eight
percent of rural elderly renters in three of the seven Delta
states are "cost-burdened", neaning that nore than 30 percent of
their nonthly inconme is spent on housing. Poverty. The poverty
rate in the Delta region’s distressed counties is 32 percent,
conpared to a national rate of 13 percent, and nore than half of



its 219 counties have had poverty rates higher than 20 percent
for the past 40 years.

Low I ncome. Per capita income in the Delta's distressed
counties is only 53 percent of the national average of $28, 525.

PRESI DENT CLI NTON AND VI CE PRESI DENT GORE W LL ANNOUNCE KEY

I NI TI ATI VES TO | NCREASE GROMH AND OPPORTUNI TY TO THE DELTA

REG ON. As part of this Adm nistration’s |ongstandi ng conm tnent
to the revitalization of the Delta, President Cinton and Vice
President Gore will announce new i nvestnents and steps to pronote
the region’s social and econom c devel opnment, including:

A new report by the Mssissippi Delta Regional Initiative, a
coalition of 20 federal agencies working with state, |ocal,
private-sector, and grassroots organizations fromthe Delta to
pronote econom ¢ and comrunity devel opnment in the region. As a
followup to the Delta Comm ssion’s 1990 report, today’ s report
outlines the progress that has been nade in the region, steps
that still need to be taken, and recomendations for the future
on ways to revitalize the regional econony, inprove the quality
of life, enhance tourism protect the environnent, and devel op
and i npl ement regional planning. Mjor recommendations include
creating a permanent regional planning and devel opnent entity
and increasing technical assistance for the region's snmallest,
poorest communities by using -- circuit riders-- to help them

| earn about and apply for funding.

New federal funding for the Delta Region. The President and Vice
President wll unveil an array of new federal investnments to
provide infrastructure, job training and technol ogy, and
community support to the Delta:

Providing Infrastructure |Inprovenents to Pronote G- owth
and | ncrease Job Access

$30.7 million in critically needed USDA | oans and grants to 19
comunities for basic potable water systens, comunity
facilities, and business assi stance.

$2.75 mllion in grants fromthe Department of Comerce --

mat ched with $2 million from non-federal sources -- for
residential and industrial road, water and sewer projects.

A $5.5 milion grant fromthe Departnment of Veterans' Affairs to
North Little Rock, Arkansas for the creation of a veterans
cenetery.

| nvesting in Econom c Devel opnent for the Delta s Future



A Mssissippi Delta Tourismlinitiative |aunched by the
Departnents of Transportation, Conmerce, and the Interior to
build on the $13 billion Delta tourismindustry.

$14.6 mllion in USDA | oans, |oan guarantees, and grants to
assi st businesses in the Delta region.

$3.7 million in Departnment of Labor grants for enpl oynent
training and job placenent centers.

$1.2 million in grants fromthe Departnment of Education for
Comruni ty- Based Technol ogy Centers.

3 additional workshops by the Community Devel opnent Fi nanci al
Institutions Fund targeted to organi zations serving the Delta
regi on.

$210,000 in grants by the Department of Commerce’s Economi c
Devel opnent Administration -- matched with $317, 167 from non-
federal sources — to provide direct assistance to small

busi nesses and to fund the design of a conprehensive econom c
devel opnment strategy for the 41 counties in the Arkansas Delta
regi on.

A new $4 mllion local |oan fund created by the East Arkansas
Enterprise Community and the Enterprise Corporation of the Delta
that will |leverage an additional $2 mllion fromprivate

fi nanci ng sources.

A commitnment by Entergy Corporation to expand the new Delta
Busi nessLI NC program

$150, 000 from the Departnent of Transportation to expand the
Ment or Net programin the Delta region.

6 conputer kiosks displaying federal job opportunities and 15
surplus conputers to Delta region high schools, donated by the
O fice of Personnel Managenent.

Strengthening Delta Fam lies and Delta Comrunities

$100,000 in resources fromthe U S. Geol ogi cal Survey, and
$100,000 in software fromESRI Co. to inprove accessibility to
geogr aphi ¢ and soci o-econom c data that will assist in regional
pl anni ng.

$170,000 in new EPA grants to train teachers on environnenta
safety and to encourage farnmers to use environnentally sound

| and managenent practi ces.

$224,320 in USDA grants for home-buil di ng assi stance in

Ar kansas.

$495, 000 in new COPS grants by the Departnent of Justice to
expand comunity poli cing.



Calling on Congress to enact the Delta Regional Authority Act to
bring nmeani ngful and |asting change to the region. The

| egi sl ation woul d establish the Delta Regional Authority -- a

per manent regional planning and devel opnent entity to work with
state and | ocal agencies in formulating plans and prograns to
boost the econom c conditions of |ocal comunities and to
encourage private-sector involvenent in the region. President
Clinton's 2001 budget proposes an additional $159 mllion for the
Delta region: $30 million for the creation of the Delta Regi onal
Aut hority, and $129 mllion in targeted funds for job creation,
education, housing, small business assistance, and other community
devel opnent initiatives.

THE CLI NTON- GORE ADM NI STRATI ON:
A 7+- YEAR RECORD OF PROVOTI NG GROMH AND OPPORTUNI TY
IN THE DELTA REG ON
May 10, 2000

Since taking office, President Cinton and Vice President CGore
have been commtted to tapping the potential of the M ssissipp
Delta region. Even before 1993, as Governor of Arkansas, the
President |led the Lower M ssissippi Delta Devel opment Conmm ssion
inits efforts to bring social and economi c prosperity to a region
whi ch has historically been | eft behind. The President and Vice
Presi dent have targeted resources and investnents and worked with
states, localities, and the private sector to bring capital, jobs,
and opportunity to the Delta region. The follow ng are highlights
of the dinton-Gore Admnistration’s 7+-year record of working to
revitalize Delta comunities:

Providing Infrastructure |Inprovenents to Pronote G ow h.

I nvestnents in infrastructure are critical to econom c growh and
the quality of life in the Delta region. The dinton-Core

Adm ni stration has made investing in infrastructure a priority in
its efforts to bring econom c devel opnent to the region.

| mprovi ng H ghways. The Federal H ghway Adm ni stration has
worked closely with state governnments to ensure a safe and
efficient transportation infrastructure within the Delta
regi on. Federal funding has contributed to nunerous

i nprovenents in highways, roads, and other infrastructure.
For exanple, over the |ast decade, Arkansas has received
approximately $140 million to conplete 120 m |l es of highway
reconstruction, surfacing, w dening and other projects in
Delta counties. Many nore projects are underway, i ncluding
strengthening and retrofitting the Interstate 40-M ssi ssi pi



Ri ver Bridge, reducing congestion on the heavily travel ed
Interstate 55 in Menphis, and w dening many arterial highways
in the rural parishes of the Delta region.

Mai ntaining Airport Quality and Safety. The Federal Aviation
Admi ni stration has provided over $411 nillion in financial
assistance to 81 airports in the Delta region from 1993

t 01999, helping to construct, develop and maintain the
region's airports. Funding is used for projects which
enhance the safety and quality of the airports and their
surroundi ngs, including inproving runways and taxiways,
renmodeling termnals, and acquiring |land for noise
conpatibility.

| mproving Water Quality Projects. The Clean Water State
Revol vi ng Fund supports lowinterest [oans to help
communities build and upgrade sewage treatnent plants and

ot her wastewater systens. Since 1994, the Fund has provided
over $1.1 billion in lowcost financing to the seven Delta
states for a range of water quality infrastructure projects.

Provi di ng Tel ephone Service. USDA's Rural Uilities Service
has provided first-tinme tel ephone service to over 8,200 rural
residents of the Delta region. |In addition, approximtely
$154 million in RUS fundi ng has brought inproved

t el ecomuni cations to nore than 77,000 Delta residents.

Expandi ng Health Care Access and Education. |In addition to
funding traditional infrastructure projects, the Rural
Uilities Service’'s Distance Learning and Tel enmedi ci ne
program provi ded $9.8 mllion in grants and | oans to 800, 000
Delta residents for inprovenents in access to health care and
educati onal opportunities in the health care field.

Preserving the Mssissippi River’s Culture and History. In
1998, President Cdinton designated the Lower M ssissipp

Ri ver as an Anerican Heritage River to help restore and
protect the environnental, economc, cultural, and historic
values of the river. A "river navigator" is appointed to
help M ssissippi river comunities identify federal prograns
and resources that can assist themin inplenenting their
restoration plans.

| nvesting in Econom c Devel opnent for the Delta' s Future.

Thr ough providing access to capital, job training, and smal
busi ness assi stance, the dinton-Gore Adm nistration has
invested in the |l ong-term econom c Devel opnent and prosperity
of the Delta region.

Est abl i shi ng Enpower nent Zones and Enterprise Conmmunities.

In 1994, under Vice President Gore’'s | eadership, the

Adm ni strati on announced the creation of five urban and ei ght
rural EZs and ECs in the Delta region, accounting for nearly



one-fourth of all rural EZ/ ECs announced that year. The
success of the programled to another EZ being added in 1999.
EZ/ Ecs hel p spur econom ¢ grow h through sustainabl e

devel opnment, |ocal |eadership, |ong-range planning, and
communi ty-based partnerships. From 1994 to the begi nning of
1999, the Delta’ s rural conmunities drew over $10.2 nillion
fromtheir EZ/ EC funding, and used it to | everage $107.4
mllion -- O times as nuch -- fromstate, |ocal, business,
and nonprofit sources.

Stinul ati ng Econom c Devel opnment. The Econom ¢ Devel opnent
Adm ni stration works with | ocal governnents and conmunity
groups in the Delta region to generate new jobs, help retain
exi sting jobs, and stinmulate industrial and commerci al

grow h. Since the beginning of the Administration, the Delta
regi on has received over $47 million in EDA Title | X funds
for projects |like the Technol ogy Econom c Devel opnent Center
in Madisonville, KY, a community facility offering distance

| earning, job training and enpl oynent services to dislocated
wor kers and ot hers.

Encour agi ng Community Devel opnment. Comunity Devel opnent

Bl ock Grants are conpetitively awarded to cities, counties,
and states to revitalize nei ghborhoods, expand affordable
housi ng and econom ¢ opportunities, and inprove comrunity
facilities and services, primarily to benefit |low and
noder at e-i ncome persons. From 1993 to 1999, the Depart nent
of Housing and Urban Devel opment has provided $944 nillion in
Communi ty Devel opnent Bl ock Grants to support rural housing
and econom c devel opnent in the Delta region.

Supporting Rural Business. Under USDA Rural Devel opnent’s
Community Facilities, Rural Business, and Water & WAstewat er
prograns, the 219-county Delta region has received
approximately $961 mllion in funding since 1993. These funds
are used for rural devel opment projects |ike establishing
community resource centers, constructing or upgradi ng water
di stribution systens; and providing | oan guarantees to | ocal
busi nesses.

Strengthening Delta Famlies and Delta Communities. Sone of the
nmost vital investnents are those nmade in the people and
comunities of the Delta--inproving access to technol ogy,

af f ordabl e housing, and clean water are just a few of the

Adm nistration’s efforts to inprove the quality of life for Delta
resi dents.

Targeting Education Funds. Federal education funds targeted
to the Delta's high-poverty school districts have hel ped give
students access to conputers and the Internet. The Depart nent



of Education allocated over $350 million in fiscal year 1998
al one to hi gh-poverty school districts in the Delta. Under
the Vice President's |eadership, the dinton-Core

Adm ni stration created the E-rate program which secures | ow
cost Internet connections for schools, libraries, rural
health clinics and hospitals, benefiting nore than 80 percent
of America's public schools. Between January 1998 and June
1999, the seven Delta states received over $256 mllion in E-
rate funding. And under President Cinton's Cass Size
Reduction Initiative, the Departnment of Education provided
nore than $50 nmillion to the Delta region |ast year to hire
approximately 1,500 new teachers to reduce class size in the
early grades.

Hel ping Families Buy or Rent Hones. USDA has provided $2.2
billion in |loans under its Single-Fam |y Housi ng Loan Program
to 43,000 Delta households to buy or inprove their hones.

For rental housing, USDA provided nore than $254 mllion in

| ow-interest | oans on nore than 10,000 rental units in rural
areas of the Delta.

Supporting Affordable Housing. Since President dinton took
of fice, the Departnent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent has
provi ded $260 mllion to the Delta region through the HOVE
Program which hel ps state and | ocal governnents produce
standard affordable housing for low and very |owincone
famlies.

Provi ding Qpportunity and Training Wrkers. The dinton-Core
Adm ni stration has provided significant resources to increase
training for dislocated workers, famlies on welfare, and

di sadvant aged youth. Since 1993, the Adm nistration has
provided the seven Delta states with $6.1 billion for Job
Trai ni ng Partnerships, $267.8 million for Wl fare-to-Wrk
grants, $27.4 mllion for the Youth Opportunity program and
$239 million in Job Corps to provide training for

di sadvant aged yout h.

Accel erating Brownfields Cean-Up. The dinton-Core

Adm ni stration has worked to accel erate the cl eanup of
brownfi el ds -- abandoned, contam nated urban properties that
face barriers to redevel opnent. Since 1994, the EPA has
steered nore than $1.5 nmillion to the Delta region to assess,
cl ean up, and redevel op abandoned brownfields sites, creating
new j obs and a new tax base for dozens of Delta comunities.
Hel ping Communities Provide O ean Drinking Water. The
Drinking Water State Revol ving Fund, proposed by President
Clinton and enacted in 1996, supports lowinterest loans to
hel p comunities build and upgrade their water treatnent



systens. Since 1993, the EPA has provided the Delta region
with $39.1 million through the Fund.

Reduci ng Water Pollution. Cean Water Act Section 106 grants
are a primary source of funding for the prevention,

reduction, and elimnation of surface and groundwater

pol lution from poi nt and nonpoi nt sources, and for inproving
the health of the nation’s waters. The seven Delta states
have received $72.7 mllion in Section 106 grants since 1994.

Controlling Polluted Runoff. C ean Water Act Nonpoi nt Source
grants are provided to states for a variety of projects to
control polluted runoff, including streanbank restoration,
wet | ands protection, and education. Over $138 million in
Nonpoi nt Source grants have been awarded since 1994 to the
seven Delta states.

A COMPLETE LI ST OF PRESI DENT CLINTON' S AND VI CE PRESI DENT GORE' S
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF NEW | NVESTMENTS TO HELP BRI NG
ECONOM C PROSPERI TY TO THE DELTA REG ON
May 10, 2000

At today’'s conference, Delta Vision, Delta Voices: M ssissipp
Del ta Beyond 2000, President dinton and Vice President Gore wll
focus national attention on the social and econom c issues of the
M ssi ssippi Delta Region, and explore new ways to revitalize the
region and bring it into full partnership in our nation’s
prosperity. The President and Vice President will unveil the
followng initiatives to pronote social and econom c devel opnent
in the region:

| NVESTMENTS | N BASI C | NFRASTRUCTURE TO PROMOTE GROWIH AND | NCREASE
ACCESS TO JOBS. The following infrastructure inprovenents
announced today by the President will help inprove the economc
viability of the Delta region, encourage new job creation by
making it nore attractive to businesses, and increase nmobility and
j ob access for its residents:

The Departnent of Agriculture will award $30.7 million in
critically needed | oans and grants to 19 communities for
basi ¢ potable water systens, comunity facilities, and

busi ness assi stance. These funds will benefit sone of the
Delta’ s hardest-pressed small towns and be used for necessary
projects such as providing safe and adequate drinking water,
purchasing firefighting and energency rescue equi pnent, and
repairing fire hydrants. The communities in which projects
are receiving loans and grants are: Wiite County, AR, Fulton
County, AR, Fayette County, IL; Al exander and Pul aski
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Counties; IL; Franklin County, IL; Wite County, IL; Hopkins
County, KY; Avoyelles Parish, LA (2); Evangeline Parish, LA
St. Landry Parish, LA; West Carroll Parish, LA® Washi ngton
County, MO M ssissippi County, MO Butler County, MO (2);
Ozark County, MO, Ripley County, MO (2); Prentiss County, MO
Hol nes County, MS (2); Leake County, Ms; Panola County, MS
(2); Gty of Tchula, Ms; Lauderdale County, TN, and
Sonerville County, TN

The Departnent of Conmerce (Econom ¢ Devel opnent

Admi nistration) will award $2.75 mllion in grants, nmatched
with $2 mllion from non-federal sources, for residential and
i ndustrial road, water and sewer projects. These funds w |
benefit the communities of Monticello, AR Gassville, AR
Mount ai n Honme, AR, and West Monroe, LA by putting in place
the infrastructure necessary for |ong-termeconom c grow h.

The Departnent of Veterans’ Affairs will award a $5.5 nillion
grant to North Little Rock, Arkansas for the creation of a
veterans’ cenetery. The state veterans' ceneteries conpl enent
the national ceneteries and are critical to ensure that the
burial needs of veterans are net. The VA grant, which wll
be awarded before the end of this fiscal year, will serve the
over 100,000 veterans living wwthin a 75-mle radius of the
cenetery’' s 82-acre site.

| NVESTMENTS | N ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT FOR THE DELTA' S FUTURE. In a
town hall neeting, Vice President Gore announced the follow ng
commtnments ained at enabling the Delta region to increase its
econom ¢ strength over the long-term

The Departnents of Transportation, Commerce, and the Interior
will launch a Mssissippi Delta Tourismilnitiative to build
on the $13 billion Delta tourismindustry. This public-
private initiative is aimed at bolstering the economc
potential of tourismthrough the devel opnent of a regional
tourismstrategy. The initiative will include a national
summit to be held in Arkansas this fall, underwitten by
$150, 000 from ASU and the Ford Foundation; an agreenment anong
the parties to inplenent the marketing plan; the possible
designation of a National Delta Heritage Area to honor the
region’s cultural and historical significance; and a study of
the region"s role in the civil rights novenent.

The Departnent of Agriculture will award $14.6 million in
| oans, | oan guarantees, and grants to assist the Delta
region’s business community. These |oans and grants wll be
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used to provide assistance to businesses in the Delta region,
i ncl udi ng purchasi ng | and and equi pnment, construction and
renodel i ng costs, restructuring existing debt, and providing
wor king capital. For one business in Louisiana, this funding
assi stance will save 40 existing jobs. The awardees i ncl ude:
Arkansas Rural Water Association; Sylvanina Nursery; The
Pits, Inc.; Advance Coati ngs Conpany; Lewis & Son R ce
Processing Corporation; Earle Industries, Inc.; Bethel Gain
Co.; Under the Magnolia Day Care; Hopkinsville Elevator;

Nat chez Eol a, LLC. Business Assistance projects are |ocated
in: Pulaski County, IL; Saline County, IL; Salem MO

Cl ai rborne County, MS: Hol mes County, MsS; Haywood County, TN
(2); and Alcorn State University.

The Departnent of Labor will award $3.7 million in grants for
enpl oynent training and job placenent centers. The grants
will be awarded to organi zations in Knoxville, TN, G anbling,
LA; Rolla, MO and Bay St. Louis, M for progranms offering
job training and placenent to high-risk youth and adults.

The Departnent of Education will award $1.2 mllion in grants
for Comrunity-Based Technol ogy Centers. The grants --

awar ded to Concordia, Franklin and Tensas Parishes, LA

Chi cot County, AK; and Vicksburg, M5 -- will support CTCs

t hat provi de conputer access and training to adults and
children from di sadvant aged backgrounds, allow ng themto
fully participate in the Information Age.

The Community Devel opnent Financial Institutions (CDFl) Fund
will target 3 programinformation workshops to organizations
serving the Delta region, and will partner with training
providers to strengthen the capacity of devel opnent finance
institutions serving the Delta region. CDFlIs provide
critically needed financing to econom cally distressed areas,
i ncluding loans and investnents in snmall businesses, housing,
and m cr obusi nesses.

The Departnent of Commerce’ s Econom ¢ Devel opnent

Admi nistration will award $210,000 in grants, matched with
$317, 167 from non-federal sources, to provide direct
assistance to small businesses and to fund the design of a
conprehensi ve econom ¢ devel opnent strategy for the 41
counties in the Arkansas Delta region. Under these grants,

M ssissippi Valley State University and the University of New
Oleans will provide technical assistance to established

smal | busi nesses, small towns, and comunity organi zations.
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Arkansas State University will lead the effort to structure a
regi on-w de econom ¢ devel opnent strategy.

The East Arkansas Enterprise Community and the Enterprise
Corporation of the Delta (ECD) will jointly create a new $4

mllion local loan fund that will |everage an additional $2
mllion fromprivate financing sources. By launching this
fund with ECD -- one of the nation’s | eading community
devel opnent financial institutions -- the East Arkansas

Enterprise Conmunity wll satisfy one of its key planning
objectives. The fund wll target financing to underserved
| ocal small businesses in the East Arkansas region.

Entergy Corporation will expand the new Delta BusinessLI NC
program by recruiting another organization to serve as a

Busi nessLINC nmentor to smaller protégé conpanies in the Delta
region. Entergy Corporation is the | ead corporate partner
for Delta BusinessLINC and has worked extensively with the
Enterprise Corporation of the Delta to recruit nentor

or gani zat i ons.

The U. S. Departnent of Transportation will contribute

$150, 000 to expand the MentorNet programin the Delta region.
DOT will recruit 50 agency professionals by Septenber 2000,
and 100 by Septenber 2001 to nentor femal e students at
community col |l eges and historically black coll eges and

uni versities throughout the Delta region, and wll encourage
other federal agencies to participate. MentorNet |inks
femal e engi neering and science students with femal e nentors
to provide career guidance and networ ki ng opportunities.

The O fice of Personnel Managenment will place in colleges and
uni versities 6 conmputer kiosks displaying over 15,000 federal
j ob opportunities daily, and will donate 15 surplus conputers
to Delta region high schools. The Federal Enpl oynent

| nf ormati on/ Touch Screen Conputer Kiosks will be donated to
the University of Arkansas in Pine Bluff and to Alcorn State
University in Lorman, M ssissippi. Three surplus conputers
w Il be donated to each of the follow ng high schools: Pine
Bl uff H gh School, Dollarway H gh School, and Watson Chapel

H gh School (feeder schools to University of Arkansas), and
Jefferson County Hi gh School and Port G bson H gh Schoo
(feeder schools to Alcorn State University).

| NVESTMENTS TO STRENGTHEN DELTA FAM LI ES AND DELTA COVMUNI TI ES.

The dinton-Core Adm nistration is commtted to bringing
opportunity, prosperity, and inproved quality of live to Delta
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famlies and communities. Today, the President announced foll ow ng
t he i nvest nents:

The U.S. Ceol ogical Survey will contribute $100,000 in
resources, and ESRI Co. will contribute $100,000 in software,
toward a public-private partnership to inprove accessibility
t o geographi c and soci o-economc data that will assist in
regi onal planning. The partnership will include the USGS,
the University of New Ol eans, the G eater New Ol eans

Regi onal Pl anni ng Comm ssion, the Lake Pontchartrain Basin
Foundation, ESRI Co., and others. Through the partnership,
scientists and urban and community planners will be able to

share digital data and technol ogy — including information on
water quality and | and use, digital maps, and geographic
informati on systens software -- to assist planners in making

environmental | y sound, econom cally beneficial decisions
about grow h.

The EPA will award $170,000 in new grants to train teachers
on environnental safety and to encourage farnmers to use
environnmental |y sound practices. A $70,000 grant will be
given to Mssissippi Valley State University for teacher

trai ning on environnental health, hazardous wastes, and the
use of Geographic Information Systens to better understand
the rel ationship between human health and the environnent. A
$100, 000 grant will be awarded through EPA's C ean Water
Action Plan to assist Delta farnmers in using environnental ly
sound practices that conserve, restore, and enhance natural
resour ces.

The Departnent of Agriculture will award $224, 320 for hone-
bui | di ng assi stance in Arkansas. This Self-Help Housing
Techni cal Assistance grant from USDA Rural Devel opnent wil |
provi de necessary funding to assist 20 famlies in building
homes t hroughout Lee County.

The Justice Departnment will issue $495,000 in new COPS grants
to expand conmunity poli cing. The COPS (Community Oriented
Pol i cing Services) program has been instrunental in hel ping
communities to cut crinme nationw de. These new grants w ||
be awarded to Hel ena, AK and G eenwood, LA to put nore police
officers on the streets. These funds are in addition to the
$2.98 nmillion in COP grants that were announced in April.

CLI NTON- GORE ADM NI STRATI ON 2001 BUDGET PROPOSALS:
FOSTERI NG ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT IN THE M SSI SSI PPl DELTA
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May 10, 2000

President Cinton and Vice President Gore are commtted to

bri ngi ng econom c prosperity to the M ssissippi Delta region and
ot her areas of the country which have not benefited fromthe
nation's soaring econony. In the Delta region, poverty renains at
175 percent of the national average and over half of the counties
have had poverty rates over 20 percent for the past four decades.
The per capita incone in the Delta's distressed communities is
only 53 percent of the U S. average. To address these problens,
the President’s 2001 budget proposes $159 million to increase
specifically econom c opportunities in the M ssissippi Delta
region, including $30 mllion to create a new Delta Regi ona
Authority to bring the resources of a federal-state partnership to
the fight for economic growh in the region. This partnership
will help provide the infrastructure and job training needed to
make prosperity a reality in the Delta.

Establishing a Delta Regional Authority

Targeting Distressed Areas: The Delta Regional Authority's funding
will be targeted to the counties with the highest poverty and
unenpl oynment rates, and | owest per capita incone. The DRA w ||

i ncl ude:

$25 mllion for area devel opnent such as distressed counties
programnms, physical infrastructure and job training; $3
mllion for assistance to participating state and | ocal
econom ¢ devel opnent entities; and

$2 mllion for technical assistance and administrative
expenses. Fostering a Coordinated Effort: The Delta Regi onal
Authority will foster close coordination between State and

| ocal officials and the Federal governnent, |ed by the
Federal Co-Chair appointed by the President. The Governors of
the seven nenber States will serve as DRA nenbers, with one
Governor elected to serve as the States' Co-Chair. This can
be acconplished through authorizing | egislation that has been
i ntroduced in the House and Senate.

Providing $107 MIlion in Targeted Econom c Devel opnent
Assi stance for the Delta Region

Supporting Rural Housing and Econom c Devel opnent: The Depart nment
of Housi ng and Urban Devel opment will provide $22 mllion in
Communi ty Devel opnment Bl ock Grants to support rural housing and
econom ¢ devel opnent. Funding will be awarded through a
conpetitive process for economc revitalization and community
devel opnment initiatives in the Delta region.
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| mproving Public Works and I nfrastructure: The Commerce Depart nent
will provide $10 million through targeted Econom c Devel opnent
Adm ni stration funding for public works and infrastructure grants.
These grants require a State or |ocal match, except in extrenely
di stressed comunities.

| ncreasi ng Funds for Transportation |nprovenments: The
Transportation Departnent will provide a total of $69 nmillion in
funding targeted to the Delta region, including:

$48 mllion for new bridge and highway infrastructure in the
Delta, including $25 mllion specifically for 1-69 and the
Great River Bridge;

$20 million in transit funds, consisting of $15 mllion from
the Federal Transit Adm nistration's Capital |nvestnent
Grants programfor public transit buses and bus facilities to
provi de affordable transportation and $5 mllion from FTA s
Access to Jobs and Reverse Conmute Grants to pronote
vanpool s, new bus routes, and other transportation
alternatives; and

$1 mllion from Federal H ghway Adm nistration administrative
funds for technical assistance, including training on Federal
prograns and devel oping a tourism marketing plan and a
regional transportation plan -- with efforts toward these
goals to begin this year.

Supporting Rural Business: The Departnment of Agriculture wll

provide $6 million in funding to support rural businesses,

i ncl udi ng:
$4 mllion for the Internediary Rel ending Program which
finances loans to internediary borrowers who in turn re-|end
the funds to rural businesses, community devel opnment
corporations, and others for the purpose of inproving rural
econoni c opportunity--the $4 mllion represents | oan subsidy
costs and woul d support a loan level of $8 nmllion; and
$2 mllion for Partnership Technical Assistance grants, to
hel p underserved communities create strategic plans, better
use USDA's Rural Devel opnment grant and | oan prograns, create
jobs, inprove the quality of life, and build strong,
sust ai ned econom c grow h. These grants will be run through
the Rural Business Opportunity Gant Program

I nvesting $22 MIlion in the People of the Delta Region

Providing Training for Dislocated Wrkers: The Departnent of
Labor will provide resources through the D slocated Wrker
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Enpl oyment and Trai ning Program which provides core services,

i ntensive services, training and support to hel p dislocated
workers return to work as qui ckly as possible. The Labor
Department will partner with the Departnments of Commerce, Housing
and Urban Devel opnent, Transportation, Education, and Health and
Human Services to support the Delta Regional Authority activities
by providing as nuch as $5 million in dislocated worker grants
for qualified applications fromthe seven states and 219 counties
conprising the Mssissippi Delta region.

Provi di ng Technol ogy Training for Teachers: The Education
Departrment will provide $10 mllion for a targeted denonstration
project to provide technology training to m ddl e-school teachers
in the seven-state M ssissippi Delta region. Research suggests
that m ddl e school is an especially critical time for students to
| earn the technol ogy-related Skills they will need to succeed in
today's econony. The programw || use a "train-the-trainers"”
approach by training a small nunber of teachers from each schoo
who can then be technol ogy | eaders, serve as resident experts, and
assi st other teachers in their schools or districts.

I ncreasi ng Access to Quality Health Services: The Departnment of
Heal th and Hurman Services will provide $7 million through the
Heal t h Resources and Services Admnistration’s Rural Health
Qutreach programfor grants to fund rural health clinics in the
M ssissippi Delta region. This request will fund up to 30 new
Rural Health Qutreach grants, and will support a w de range of
services in the Delta region including primary care, dental care,
mental health services and energency care. Each grant will require
participation by a consortiumof three or nore providers, which
wi || encourage the devel opnent of shared services arrangenents
anong providers and new networks of care in the Delta region.
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